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British army was almost destroyed, the line was forced back
for miles, enormous supplies and tens of thousands of prisoners
were taken. The losses were repaired as fast as possible, but the
Germans followed up so relentlessly that by June they were
back on the high-water mark of their original onslaught in 1914,
and Paris was again in danger.
The crisis drove the Allies to take two important steps :
they appointed Marshal Foch as generalissimo of all their forces,
and they accelerated the arrival of the Americans. After mid-
summer the tide of the German advance slackened, then stood
still, and then began to recede in the face of determined counter-
attacks. The appearance in the field of the United States—a
new force, fresh, vigorous, inexhaustible in numbers and in
wealth—was a crushing discouragement to the war-worn
Germans. Moreover, skilful propaganda had been conducted
behind the lines to the effect that the Allies were not making
war on the German people but only on the Imperial Govern-
ment, and disaffection was fostered by the fact that the Com-
munism which Ludendorff had encouraged in Russia, in order
to break the war-spirit there, was now spreading in the German
forces.
Then came the sudden collapse of Germany's allies, one after
another. First Bulgaria was knocked out by an attack from
Salonica, and Serbia was recovered. National feeling among
the Slav subjects of Austria now broke its bonds, and the
" ramshackle empire " broke up into its ill-jointed components.
In October, General Allenby completed the conquest of Palestine,
and compelled the Turks to sue for an armistice. These
defections made Germany's position hopeless. Revolutions
broke out in the great cities, and the navy mutinied when
ordered out to certain destruction. The Kaiser fled to Hol-
land, his abdication being followed by that of the other ruling
princes of the Empire. A provisional republic was set up,
which accepted Wilson's Fourteen Points as the basis of an
immediate armistice (nth November 1918).

